Fall Business Meeting

Camp Blanding

October 11, 2001

Announcements and Reports - Deadline for submitting nominations for the Herb Kale award is December 1, 2001.  Jay Exum reported that Mark Asleson and Alan Alshouse are conducting the audit, which is conducted every two years.  He also reported that the Chapter has a balance of $13,495.81.  Pete David has replaced Paul Gray as the new chair of the Conservation, Resolutions, and Public Statements Committee.  Julie Hovis has replaced Nancy Douglas as the new chair of the Scholarship Committee.  The application deadline for this $1,000 scholarship is November 1, 2001.  Dale Gawlik (Membership Committee) reported that there are 225 members.  Larry Perrin (Nominating and Elections Committee) announced that the nominees for President-elect are Dr. George Tanner and Carrie Sekerak.

Old Business - Paul Moler reported that the Parent Society approved the bylaw amendment splitting the Secretary and Treasurer positions.  Jay Exum will serve as the Treasurer and Arnold Brunell will serve as the Secretary.  Carrie Sekerak reported that progress on the U.S. Forest Service Access Policy has been slow.  The environmental assessment should be ready by next August.

New Business - The national TWS newsletter specifically mentioned Florida as one of the states not participating in COWCH (Celebrating Our Wildlife Conservation Heritage).  We are looking for someone to track down “old-timers” and compile a history of the Chapter’s activities.  Steve Rockwood suggested several possible locations for the 2002 Spring Conference.  The Plantation Inn in Crystal River was the first choice for the conference.  It was decided that the first week of April would be the best time for the conference.  Conference committees were assembled as follows:  Programs Committee (Jamie Feddersen, Dale Gawlik and Paul Moler), Moderators (Carrie Sekerak), Guest Speakers (Jay Exum), Registration (Jay Exum and Maria Zondervan), Field Trips (John Humphrey and possibly John Wooding), Sponsorship (Alan Alshouse), Promotions (Becky Smith) and Socials (Steve Stiegler).  A coastal theme will be established for the Plenary Session.  The Farm Bill amendment was defeated in the House.  An Agriculture Committee Bill is now on the table.  The Senate has not come up with their version yet.  The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) passed new criteria for listing species a couple of years ago.  Under the new criteria, Red-cockaded Woodpeckers (RCWs) would be changed from threatened to species of special concern.  An RCW biological status review will be evaluated by Pete David so that the Chapter can comment if necessary.  The executive board will be holding a one-to-two-day retreat to decide how to best manage and utilize the Chapter’s money.  The board is looking for a facilitator to participate.  The cost of a facilitator is expected to be $2,000-$3,000.  Leslie Adams, President of the University of Florida Student Chapter TWS, reported on their local activities as well as plans to attend the Conclave in Louisville, Kentucky.

