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"THE WILDLlliE SOCIETY ' 

April 25, 1980 

Senator John Vogt, Chairman 
Natural Resources Committee 
Florida Senate 
Tallahassee, FL 32304 

Dear Senator Vogt: 

The Florida Chapter of The Wildlife Society, representing Florida members 
of the 1 eadi ng organization of professional wi  ld l  i f e  biologi s ts  i n  North 
America, has recently examined the f i f t h  d r a f t  of the "Surface M i n i n g  and 
Reclamation Act. " We recognize t h a t  this b i l l  will s ign i f ican t ly  a f f e c t  
f i sh lw i ld l i f e  habi ta ts  and future  qual i ty  of l i f e  f o r  Floridians. Certain 
provisions of the proposed leg is la t ion  a re  c r i t i c a l  t o  real  izing these qua1 i t y  
of l i f e  objectives.  These include the following statements from the f i f t h  
d r a f t  a s  follows: 

1. The land and waters which have been a l tered by surface mining 
require reclamation t o  prevent permanent damage, t o  res tore  
the natural functions of the land, water and re la ted natural 
resources, and t o  prevent and eliminate hazards t o  health and 
safety;  and . . . (Section 1 ,  Chap. 378.202 ( 3 ) ) .  

2. Protect biologically or hydrologically important uplands, wetlands, 
and water bodies; geological formations; and h i s to r ica l  and 
archeological s i t e s  t h r o u g h  mitigation,  preservation o r  res torat ion 
(Section 1 ,  Chap. 378.205 (2)) :  

3. A map depicting names and the locations of a l l  wetlands, lakes ,  
r i ve r s ,  reservoirs ,  streams, creeks, and other bodies of water 
which may be affected by the contemplated operation and the  types , 
of exis t ing vegetative cover on the area and . . . (Section 1 , Chap. 
378.207 (5)  (d . ) ) .  

4. The natural resource inventory of the land before mining and 
anticipated natural resources inventory a f t e r  reclamation, including 
net  e f f ec t  on the hydrology of the area ,  water qua l i ty  and f i s h  
and wi ld l i fe  values; (Section 1 ,  Chap. 378.207 (5)  ( g ) ) .  
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5. The capacity of the  land t o  support i t s  ant ic ipated use following 
reclamation, including a discussion of the  capacity of the  reclaimed 
land t o  support a1 ternat ive  uses; (Section 1 , Chap. 378.207 (5)  
( j ) ) .  

6. The capacity of the  land t o  support i t s  anticipated use following 
reclamation, including a discussion of the  capacity of the  reclaimed 
land t o  support a1 ternat ive  uses; (Section 1 , Chap. 378.207 (5)  ( j ) )  . 

7. Restore the  natural 'functions of the  mine area so t h a t  i t  may be 
used f o r  a var ie ty  of useful ,  productive and beneficial purposes, 
including agr icu l tu re ,  commercial fo res t ry ,  industry,  recreat ion,  
res ident ia l  development, o r  commercial development; and a s  wetlands, 
lakes o r  ponds, f i s h  and wi ld l i fe  habi ta t  o r  natural areas  (Section 
1 ,  Chap. 378.208 (1)  ( c ) ) .  

8. Incorporate water qua1 i t y  and f i s h  and wild1 i f e  considerations 
i n to  the  design of lakes,  ponds, wetlands and natural areas and 
incorporate f i s h  and wi ld l i fe  mitigation measures i n to  other 
land uses where compatible; (Section 1 ,  Chap. 378.208 (1)  ( d ) ) .  

9. Before, during, and f o r  a reasonable period a f t e r  mining, a l l  
drainways f o r  the affected area shall  be protected w i t h  s i l t  
t r aps  o r  dams of approved design a s  directed by the  regulations.  
The operator may e l e c t  t o  impound water t o  provide wetlands, 
lakes o r  ponds of approved design f o r  w i ld l i f e ,  recreat ional ,  
aes the t ics  or  water resources purposes; (Section 1 , Chap. 378. 
208 (1)  ( e l ) .  

In addi t ion,  the  Florida Chapter of The Wild1 i f e  Society wishes t o  focus 
your a t ten t ion  on two other items: 

A. The prevailing reclamation procedures create  environments containing 
few of the  original  f i s h  and wi ld l i fe  values. We suggest t h a t  an 
a t t r a c t i v e  f i s ca l  incentive would encourage the  industry t o  res tore  
original  o r  s imilar  values. In par t i cu la r ,  the severance tax 
fund fo r  reclamtion, the hold back provision, and the  bonding 
provision appear t o  o f fe r  opportunit ies f o r  designing such incentives.  

P 

0. We strongly encourage the  inclusion of additional (and/or ex is t ing)  
wording which will implement the  recommendations of the  Environmental 
Impact Statement w i t h  respect  to :  

1. Discouraging the prol i fera t ion of above-ground slime ponds 
and rock dryers;  
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2. P r o t e c t i n g  endangered s p e c i e s  and Class  I (and a d j a c e n t )  
wet1 ands ; 

3. Providing adequate ,  long-term monitor ing f o r  r ad ionuc l e ides  
i n  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ;  

4. Requiring a  l o g i c a l  mining sequencing a n a l y s i s  t o  precede 
mining. 

Thank you f o r  your a t t e n t i o n  and cons ide ra t i on  of  t h e s e  sugges t ions  from 
ou r  o rgan iza t ion .  

S i n c e r e l y  you r s ,  

Jack S t o u t ,  Ph.D. 
P re s iden t  

JS /s l  s 
cc : Flor ida  Wild1 i fe  Federa t ion  

F lo r ida  Audubon S o c i e t y  
S i e r r a  Club 


