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March 2, 1981 

Senator  James McClure, Chairman 
Energy and Na tu ra l  Resources Committee 
United S t a t e s  Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Senator:  

The F l o r i d a  Chapter of The W i l d l i f e  Soc ie ty  wishes t o  go on  r eco rd  i n  
suppor t  of t h e  Publ ic  Land Order by t h e  former Sec re t a ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  
C e c i l  Andrus, t h a t  withdrew 417,775 a c r e s  of land surrounding t h e  Snake 
River Bi rds  of Prey Natura l  Area from t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l and  laws and t h e  s t a t e  s e l e c t i o n  s t a t u t e s .  We a r e  aware of t h e  opposing 
p o s i t i o n  t aken  by v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups,  b u t  f e e l  i t  is of 
paramount importance t h a t  t h i s  unique n a t u r a l  r e sou rce  be  p r o t e c t e d .  W e  
t h e r e f o r e  encourage t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  of l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  

- - area a s  t h e  Bi rds  of Prey Conservat ion Area. 

Furthermore, we support  t h e  c u r r e n t  mul t ip le -use  p r a c t i c e s  implemented 
by t h e  Bureau of Land Management i n  t h e  a r ea .  Such a c t i v i t i e s  as l i v e s t o c k  
g raz ing ,  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s ,  outdoor r e c r e a t i o n ,  and o i l  and g a s  
e x p l o r a t i o n  have been shown n o t  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  impact t h e  n e s t i n g  b i r d s  
of prey  and should be cont inued.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  we oppose t h e  convers ion  
of t h i s  v a l u a b l e  h a b i t a t  t o  ex t ens ive  a g r i c u l t u r a l  cr 'oplands, s i n c e  i t  
would r e s u l t  i n  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of h a b i t a t  c r i t i c a l  t o  many p rey  s p e c i e s  
important  t o  both  n e s t i n g  and win te r ing  b i r d s  of prey. 

We s t r o n g l y  urge  you t o  suppor t  t h e  creatioli'of t h e  B i rds  of Prey  
Conservat ion Area; i t  is a  unique a r e a  suppor t ing  a phenomenal number of 
animals .  The l o s s  of h a b i t a t  a l r e a d y  determined a s  necessary  c e r t a i n l y  
w i l l  have d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  on t h e  b i r d  popula t ions .  Continued m u l t i p l e -  
u s e  appears  t o  be a v i a b l e  p o l i c y  and should b e  cont inued.  

S ince re ly ,  

w 
D r .  I. Jack  S tou t ,  P re s iden t  
F l o r i d a  Chapter of The W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  


