
1807 NW 39 Ter race  
Gai nesv i  11 e, F l  o r i  da 32605 
March 13, 1986 

Senator Lawton M. Chi 1 es 
437 Russe l l  Senate O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Chi 1 es: 

The F l o r i d a  Chapter o f  t h e  W i l d l i f e  Soc ie ty ,  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i  1 d l  i f e  b i  01 og i  s t s  and managers devoted t o  t h e  sound s c i  e n t i  f i  c 
management o f  ou r  w i  l d l  i f e  resources, suppor ts  y o u r  proposed 1 e g i s l a t i o n  t o  
a u t h o r i z e  expansion o f  t h e  B i g  Cypress Na t i ona l  Preserve i n  South F l o r i d a .  We 
commend you r  e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a framework f o r  t h e  j o i n t  purchase o f  these  
lands  by t h e  Department o f  I n t e r i o r  and t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a .  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  
t h i s  wet lands area w i l l  b e n e f i t  man as w e l l  as f i s h  and w i l d 1  i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  l y  endangered F l  o r i d a  panther.  

We hope t h a t  you a r e  successfu l  i n  t h i s  h i g h l y  p ra isewor thy  l e g i s l a t i v e  
e f f o r t  . 

S i  nce re l y  yours ,  

Wayne R. Mar ion 
Pres iden t  

cc: Ms. Wendy Mathe isen 
Lake1 and O f f i c e  
Dr. Lynn W. Le febvre  
Chai rperson, F l o r i d a  Panther Commi t t e e  


