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We examined t he  DNR Phosphate Reclamat ion  Regu la t ions  ( p e r t i n e n t  

sec t i ons  a t t ached ) ,  DNR S i t e  Eva lua t i on  Forms (a t t ached ) ,  Manatee County 

Zoning Regu la t ions  ( p e r t i n e n t  sec t i ons  a t t ached ) ,  and made seve ra l  s i t e  

v i s i t s  t o  phosphate rec la imed areas t o  develop recommendations necessary 

t o  i nsu re  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  resource va lues .  

1 .  A b a s i c  problem i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a  c l e a r  c u t  o b j e c t i v e  o r  , 

s tatement - o f  purpose f o r  t h e  rec lamat ion  o f  d i s t u r b e d  phos- 

pha te  lands .  N e i t h e r  chap te r  211.32 o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s  

n o r  chap te r  16C-16 o f  t he  Rules o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a ,  DNR 

p r o v i d e  such a  statement.  Chapter 211.32 does r e q u i r e  t h a t  . 
a. )  wa te r  qua1 i t y  cons ide ra t  ions--- -- 

b . )  s o i  1 s t a b i  1 i z a t  i on  

c . )  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  problems 

d. )  conse rva t i on  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  remain ing n a t u r a l  resources,  and 

e.) t ime  schedule f o r  comp le t ion  

be i nc l uded  i n  a l l  r ec l ama t i on  programs. Th i s  p rov i des ,  a t  

most, i m p l i e d  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  rec lamat ion .  

I Recommendation: That F.S. 211 be amended t o  p r o v i d e  a  c l e a r  c u t  

statement o f  rec lamat ion  program o b j e c t i v e s  embracing a  much ex- 

panded d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " rec lamat ion"  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  concepts :  



i . )  mandatory, p lanned c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t  i o n  o f  

f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  va lues on mined lands.  

i i .) wa te r  qua1 i t y  cons ide ra t  ions 

i i i . )  s o i l  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  

i v . )  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  hazards 

v . )  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  resource va lues  e x i s t i n g  p r i o r  

t o  severance. 

a Recommendation: That o n l y  those rec lamat ion  programs be approved 

which r e s t o r e  o r  r e c r e a t e  p r i o r  e x i s t i n g  resource va lues  on 

d i s t u r b e d  lands. [Note: Here we a r e  concerned p r i m a r i l y  about 

up land t e r r e s t r i a l  areas s i n c e  t h e  wet lands c rea ted  o f t e n  p r o v i d e  

more d i v e r s i t y  f o r  w i l d l i f e  and r e t e n t i o n  o f  some wet lands i s  

va l uab le  f o r  w i l d l i f e  management. Cur ren t  ph i l osophy  s imp l y  

p rov i des  f o r  a  s t a t e  subs idy f o r  t h e  "development" o f  w i l d  

Asa compromise we,might r e q u i r e  implementat ion o f  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  v. .\ 
r e s t o r a t i o n  on a  p o r t i o n  o f  r w l a i m e d  lands. ]  -- _. -- - 

3 Recommendation: That Chapter 16C-16, Rules o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

F l o r i d a ,  Department o f  Na tu ra l  Resources a n d p c a l  county  zon ing  

o r d i n a n c e q b e  s i m i l a r l y  amended t o  r e f l e c t  t h i s  ph i losophy .  

2. Sl ime P i t  Res to ra t i on  

Cur ren t  ph i losophy  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t r y  t o  d r y  ou t  and f i l l . i n  

i s l ime  p i t s  as soon as p o s s i b l e  un less  lakes  a r e  p lanned f o r  t h e  

a r e a 7  I t  genera l  l y  takes severa l  years  t o  "d ry  ou t "  s l  ime p i t s ,  



and d u r i n g  t h i s  i n t e r v a l ,  t hese  areas a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t i v e  

t o  w i l d l i f e  (esp. w a t e r f o w l  and w a t e r b i r d s ) .  

1 Recommendation: That  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  f a s t  

" r e s t o r a t i o n "  o f  s l i m e  p i t s  be r e v i s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  some p r o v i s i o n s  

f o r  p e r p e t u a t i n g  some s l i m e  p i t s  as  v a l u a b l e  we t lands .  

a .  C u r r e n t l y ,  l i t t o r a l  zones o f  r e c l a i m e d  lakes  a r e  r e q u i r e d  

t o  have a  subaqueous s l o p e  o f  4 : l  (DNR r e g u l a t i o n s )  o r  3 : l  

(some coun ty  r e g u l a t i o n s ) .  

2 Recommendation: A s h a l l o w e r  s l o p e  (eg.  8 : l )  s h o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  
It * 

i n  r e c l a i m i n g  a t  l e a s t  p o r t i o n s  o f  s l i m e  p i t s .  The s h a l l o w e r  

s l o p e  would  produce w i d e r  l i t t o r a l  zones and a l l o w  more s u b a q u a t i c  

l i g h t  p e n e t r a t i o n  ( a l r e a d y  made d i f f i c u l t  by t h e  f r e q u e n t  t u r b i d i t y  

o f  t h e  w a t e r ) .  

b. Water c o n t r o l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  o f t e n  s i  1 t e d  i n  and b u r i e d  

d u r i n g  s l i m e  p i t  r e c l a m a t i o n  procedures.  
, 

3 Recommendation: Water c o n t r o l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  necessary  i f  s l i m e  
, '  \ ...- ,. -- - 

p i t s  a r e  t o  be kep t  as we t lands  and m a n i p u l a t e d  as such. R e t a i n i n g  

w a t e r  c o n t r o l  s t r u c t u r e s i n  w o r k i n g  o r d e r  ( i f  p o s s i b l e )  wou ld  be 

o f  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  use o f  t h i s  a r e a  as  a 

wet 1 and. 


