
FLORIDA CHAPTER 
OF 

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 

October 29 ,  1970 

Executive Board 
Florida Chapter of 
The Wildlife Society 

Fellows : 

Please send me your vote by return mail on the enclosed 
resolutions.  1'11 be i n  touch soon about a Board Meeting. 

111 - S t .  John 

#2 - Barge Canal 

113 - Lakes Apopka and Tohopekaliga 

Thanks, - 
Sincerely, 

George Cornwell 
President 



D R A F T  - - - - -  

FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ST. .FOHN'S RIVER FOR MODEL RIVER STATUS 

The F l o r i d a  Chapter  of the  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  

of t h e  S t .  J o h n ' s  River  a s  a  model of what can be done t o  r e j u v e n a t e  

and r e s t o r e  a g r e a t  American r i v e r  t o  a n e a r  n a t u r a l ,  u n p o l l u t e d  s t a t e .  

The S t .  J o h n ' s  h a s  been and s t i l l  can  be a  unique and v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e  

o f  c l e a n  w a t e r ,  food ,  r e c r e a t i o n  and a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  n o r t h -  

e a s t e r n  F l o r i d a .  The v a l u e  o f  i t s  n a t u r a l  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  and i t s  

sur rounding  w i l d l i f e  b e n e f i t s  have been seemingly i n e x h a u s t i b l e .  j But 

now a  r a p i d  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  wa te r  q u a l i t y  of t h e  St .  J o h n ' s  R iver  i s  i n  

p r o g r e s s .  

The p o l l u t i o n  s o u r c e s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  d e c l i n e  have been d e f i n e d  

by t h e  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  concerned w i t h  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  and s t e p s  a r e  

be ing  t a k e n  t o  improve c o n d i t i o n s .  , 

The F l o r i d a  Chapter  o f  t h e  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  u r g e s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

Counci l  on Environmental  Q u a l i t y  t o  s e l e c t  t h e  St .  J o h n ' s  R i v e r  a s  

t h e  model of how a  v i t a l  Aner ican watershed c a n  be enhanced and r e s t o r e d  

t o  a  n e a r  p r i s t i n e  c o n d i t i o n .  



D R A F T  - - - - -  
FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 

liESOLUTION URGING A MORATORIUM ON THE BARGE CANAL 

The F l o r i d a  Chapter  o f  t h e  WiRdlife S o c i e t y  has  reviewed a l l  a v a i l -  

a b l e  informa t i o n  concern ing  p o s s i b l e  e c o l o g i c a l  damages a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  Cross -F lor ida  Barge Canal. 

Approximately 30,000 a c r e s  o f  e x c e l l e n t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  w i l l  be o r  

h a s  been des t royed  by t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  exchange f o r  two r e s e r v o i r s  which 

w i l l  r a p i d l y  become e u t r o p h i c  and w i l l  n o t  p rov ide  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  

p r e v i o u s l y  p r o j e c t e d .  

P o l l u t i o n  i n  t h e  sumnit  pool  o f  t h e  ba rge  c a n a l  could  n o t  o n l y  a f f e c t  

t h e  d r i n k i n g  wate r  o f  many F l o r i d i a n s ,  i t  cou ld  a l s o  g r e a t l y  degrade 

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  S i l v e r  Spr ings  and p o s s i b l y  o t h e r  s p r i n g s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  

T h i s  p r o j e c t ,  c o s t i n g  o v e r  200 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  h a s  never  r e c e i v e d  a  

complete  e c o l o g i c a l  su rvey  t o  de te rmine  i t s  env i ronmenta l  e f f e c t s .  

Although t h e  hour  i s  l a t e ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  t o  r o l l  back much of t h e  

damage done s o  f a r .  The h y d r i c  h a m o c k  and a d j a c e n t  f o r e s t  comnuni t i e s  

d e s t r o y e d  and f looded could  be nu tured  back t o  something approach ing  

t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h i n  our  l i f e t i m e  i f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  c a n c e l l e d .  

The Execut ive  Board o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Chapter  of t h e  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  he reby  

recommends t o  t h e  Governor of t h e  S t a t e  of  F l o r i d a  and t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  t h a t  a  moratorium be placed on a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 

t h a t  a  complete r e s t u d y  of t h i s  p r o j e c t  be made a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  



D R A F T  - - - - -  

FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING DRAWDOWN OF LAKES APOPKA AND TOHOPEKALIGA 

A s  f e r t i l i z e r s  from our  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l ands  and sewage products  from 

our  c i t i e s  have poured i n t o  F l o r i d a ' s  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s  and s t reams,  mem- 

be r s  of  t he  F lo r ida  Chapter of the W i l d l i f e  Soc i e ty ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  

bulk of F l o r i d a ' s  w i l d l i f e  s c i e n t i s t s  and managers, have watched many 

of our  f r e s h  water  l akes  become eu t roph ic  and die .  

The f e r t i l i z e r  and the  sewage causes  n u t r i e n t  overenrichment which i n  

t u r n  f o s t e r s  enormous "blooms" of blue-green a lgae .  A s  t he se  masses of  

a lgae  d i e ,  t he  d i sso lved  oxygen i n  the  lake water i s  used up i n  t he  

a l g a l  decomposition process .  And more a lgae  "blooms". When the  d i s -  

solved oxygen supply becomes s e r i o u s l y  dep le t ed ,  normal a q u a t i c  animal 

and p l a n t  l i f e  disappear .  I n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  c o l o r  t he  lake  "dead". 

It can no longer  provide f i s h l i f e  - o r  waterfowl popula t ions  - o r  s w i m -  

ming - o r  a e s t h e t i c  app rec i a t i on .  It has become a  f e t i d  eyesore.  

Lakes Apopka and Tohopekaliga have become f e t i d  eyesores .  

Should we a l l ow  t h i s  t o  happen t o  our spa rk l ing  F lo r ida  l a k e s ?  W e  

t h ink  not .  We hereby go on record suppor t ing  e f f o r t s  t o  r ev ive  Lakes 

Apopka and Tohopekaliga by drawing them down and r e f lood ing  them. I t ' s  

t he  only s o l u t i o n  we have. 


