
FLORIDA CHAPTER 
OF 

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 
2820 Eas t  Univers i ty  Avenue 
Ga inesv i l l e ,  F lo r ida  32601 

13  May 1971 

Mr .  Dale Cr ider  
Game and Fresh Water F ish  Commission 
2606 N. E. 17th Terrace 
Ga inesv i l l e ,  F lo r ida  32601 

Dear Dale : 

Car l  P ierce  has  d i r ec t ed  me t o  send you copies  of the  a t tached 
r e s o l u t i o n s  on o i l  d r i l l i n g  i n  the  Big Cypress and v i o l a t i o n  of 
submerged land s a l e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment. Both of these  
should be disseminated quickly f o r  maximum e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  the  one concerning the  o i l  d r i l l i n g  a s  t h a t  w i l l  
l i k e l y  be decided next  week. 

P lease  read over the r e s o l u t i o n s  and be prepared t o  give Car l  your 
vo te  on them when he con tac t s  you by phone next  week. 

S incere ly ,  

Al len  R. S t i c k l e y ,  Jr. 
Chairman, Resolut ions & 

Publ ic  Statements Committee 

Encl. 
Resolut ions 

O i l  d r i l l i n g  
Submerged land 

cc:  Car l  P i e rce  
Larry Shanks 



RE SOLUTION 

VIOLATION OF SUBMERGED LAND SALE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

The F l o r i d a  Cabine t  on 16 March 1971 i n  Lake Worth, Palm Beach County,  

approved t h e  s a l e  o f  3.928 a c r e s  o f  submerged S t a t e  land c o n t r a r y  t o  

t h e  adv i ce  o f  a  b i o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  from the  Department of Na tu r a l  

Resources.  Only two opposing v o t e s  were r e g i s t e r e d  - those  o f  

Sec r e t a ry .  o f  S t a t e  Richard Stone and At to rney  General  Robert  Shevin. 

I n  the  l a s t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  72  pe r cen t  of t he  v o t e r s  i n  F l o r i d a  

approved a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment s t a t i n g  t h a t  no f u r t h e r  s a l e s  

o f  State-owned submerged land would t ake  p l ace  u n l e s s  such s a l e s  

were i n  t he  pub l i c  i n t e r e s t .  

C l e a r l y  t h i s  a c t i o n  by t he  Cabinet  r uns  d i r e c t l y  countef  t o  t h e  above 

amendment from a n  environmental  p o i n t  o f  view. The Execut ive  Board 

of  the. F l o r i d a  Chapter o f  t h e  W i l d l i f e  Soc i e ty  on t h i s  day 

condemns t h e  March 16 th  a c t i o n  by the  Cabine t  and u rge s  t h e  Cabine t  

t o  a c t  i n  accordance w i t h  t he  consE i tu t i ona1  amendment concerned w i th  

t he  s a l e  of submerged land. 



RE SOLUTION 

OIL DRILLING I N  THE BIG CYPRESS 

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  concerns  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and t h e  a c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of P h i l l i p s  Petroleum Company f o r  a n  o i l  d r i l l i n g  p e r m i t  

w i t h i n  t h e  Big Cypress Watershed i n  Sec. 9 ,  Twp. 49 S. , R. 31  E. , 

C o l l i e r  County, F l o r i d a .  

The Big Cypress  Watershed i s  w i t h i n  t h e  Everg lades  Ecosystem, one of 

t h e  most unique ecosystems i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The s u r v i v a l  of 

t h i s  ecosystem depends on t h e  even f low o f  " s h e e t  water'.' t h rough  t h e  

g lades .  Road c o n s t r u c t i o n  through t h i s  a r e a  c a n  s e r i o u s l y  i m p a i r  

t h i s  f low o f  water .  None the less ,  p r i o r  t o  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d r i l l i n g  

p e r m i t ,  P h i l l i p s  Pe t ro leum b u i l t  7 m i l e s  o f  road i n t o  thg! Big  Cypress  

Watershed and c o n s t r u c t e d  a  d r i l l i n g  s i t e  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  road. 

The F l o r i d a  c h a p t e r  of t h e  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  condemns a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

p o l i c y  t h a t  a l l o w s  an  o i l  company t o  l a y  a  road and p r e p a r e  a  d r i l l i n g  

s i t e  i n  t h e  Everg lades  wi thou t  a  permit .  

Regarding t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  a  permit  t o  P h i l l i p s  Petroleum t o  d r i l l  o i l  

i n  t h e  Big Cypress  Watershed,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Chapter  f e e l s  t h a t  w i t h  

p roper  s a f e g u a r d s  o i l  d r i l l i n g  i t s e l f  can perhaps  be accomplished 

w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l l u t i o n .  But t h i s  does  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  

d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t  on t h e  hydrology of t h e  ecosystem due t o  s e r v i c e  

r o a d s  - t o  s a y  no th ing  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  an  o i l  p i p e l i n e  i f  o i l  i s  



Therefore,  the  Executive Board of the F lor ida  Chapter of the  Wild l i fe  

Socie ty  on t h i s  day recomnends t h a t  the  Everglades 

Ecosystem inc luding  the Big Cypress watersheds be considered an area  

o f f  l i m i t s  t o  o i l  and gas explora t ion  u n t i l  the S t a t e  a n d F e d e r a l  

governments have ascer ta ined  t h a t  no damage of consequence w i l l  occur 

from the  a c t u a l  d r i l l i n g ,  from the se rv ice  roads connected with the  

d r i l l i n g  o r  from the assoc ia ted  p ipe l ines  i f  the we l l s  produce. 


