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SUBJECT: Resolution on the  mandatory wearing of quas i -mi l i t a ry  uniforms . 

and rank by research  b i o l o g i s t s  employed by the  FG&FWFC; and, 
proposed Fores t  F i r e  - Environmental Q u a l i t y  Research, 

You w i l l  f i nd  enclosed copies  of a r e s o l u t i o n  submitted t o  the  Resolut ions 
Committee by Lovett Williams r e l a t i v e  t o  the  wearing of uniforms by FG&FWFC 
research  b i o l o g i s t s .  This  r e so lu t ion  passed the  Resolut ion and Publ ic  S t a t e -  
ment Committee with one descenting opinion submitted by Gordon S p r a t t .  The 
reso lu t ion  and   or don's opinion a r e  enclosed f o r  your review. Please  vote  
on the  r e s o l u t i o n  a s  Item Number 1 on the  enclosed postcard.  I understand 
the  Commission w i l l  be a c t i n g  i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e  on a uniform po l i cy ,  so  
p lease  respond by r e t u r n  mail. 

You w i l l  a l s o  f ind  enclosed correspondence from John Gray seeking FC-TWS 
support of needed research  on the  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between f o r e s t  f i r e  and 
environmental q u a l i t y .  P lease  vote  on t h i s  a s  I t e m  Number 2. 



PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS: The members of the F'lorida Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
account f o r  near ly  a l l  professional w i ld l i f e  conservat ionis ts  
i n  Florida; and 

W ~ ~ S :  It is  a widely acknowledged r o l e  of a profesoional soc ie ty  t o  
speak i n  behalf of its members and t o  promote t h e i r  aims end 
idea l s ;  and 

WHEREAS: It has come t o  the a t t en t ion  of t h i s  soc ie ty  t h a t  the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission a t  t h i s  time is contemplat- 
ing new po l i c i e s  a f fec t ing  the digni ty  of our profession,  t o  
w i t ,  the manditory wearing of quasi-mili tary uniforms and rank 
ins ignia  by professionally trained management and s c i e n t i f i c  
personnel i n  i ts employment; and 

WHEREAS: This socie ty  believes t h a t  the Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Comissioners a r e  reasonable people who value the pro- 
fess iona l  s t a tue  and morale of t h e i r  b io log is t s ;  i t  is there- 
fo re  

RESOLVED: That the Florida Chapter of the Wildlife Society s h a l l  s t a t e  
t o  one and all i ts posi t ion i n  regard to the manditory wearing 
of quasi-mili tary rank and uniforms, a s  follows: 

That the wearing of uniforms, per%, a s  required f o r  i den t i -  
f i c a t i on  is  not objectional,  provided t h a t  sa id  uniform i s  
not undignified, degrading, o r  unbecoming the of a t ra ined 
professional resource manager and/or s c i e n t i s t .  
Tna t graduo te b io log i s t s  a r e  themselves qua l i f i ed  t o  determine 
when and under what circumstances they should wear uniform 
clothfng. To assume otherwise by in f lex ib le  regulat ions  i s  t o  
belay t h e i r  judgement and raise ser ious  questions about the 
confidence placed i n  them by t h e i r  superiorn. 
Assignment of some form of rank is eosen t ia l  i n  any organize- 
t i on  but the mnd i to ry  wearing of quasi-mili tary paraphanalfa 
is not appropriate f o r  the s c i e n t i f i c  and professional w i l d l i f e  
biologis ts .  
That nothing i n  t h i s  reso lu t ion  is designed to  suggest t h a t  
quasi-mil i tary  rank and uniform clothing i e  undignified for  
bona f i de  law enforcement &gents. -- 


