
FLORIDA CI-IAPTER 
OF 

THE WILDIJFE SOCIETY 

RESOLUTION 0N.KISSIMMEE RIVER VALLEY RESTOIUTION 

WHE%,G t h e  Florida Chapter, The Wildl i fe  Society is an organization 
of profess ional  w i l d l i f e  b io log i s t s  concerned with the s c i e n t i f i c  
and r a t i o n a l  management of our valuable na tura l  resources, 

WHEREAS channelization of the  Kiss imee  River Valley has r e su l t ed  i n  
wholesale des t ruc t ion  and degradation of f i s h  and wetlands w i l d l i f e  
hab i t a t ,  dec l ines  i n  f i s h  and wetlands w i l d l i f e  populations, and 
associated recrea t iona l  opportuni t ies ,  

WHEREAS t h e  U. S. Ccngress has conveyed i t s  desi re ,  within c o n s t r a i n t s  
imposed on o ther  benef i t  considerations, t o  regain f i s h  and wildlife 
resource values  and environmental amenities l o s t  a s  a r e s u l t  s f  
implementation of t he  report  of t he  Chief of Engineers on Centra l  
and Southern Flor ida  (House Document 643, 80th congress) , 

WHEREAS an  accura te  assessment of var ious  system modification a l t e r n a t i v e s  
in terms of  regaining l o s t  f i s h  and wi ld l i f e  values and l o s t  
environmental amenities can be accomplished only when an accura te  
and de t a i l ed  descr ipt ion of pre-channelizat ion condit ions and 
project l o s s e s  which have occurred t o  da t e  have been developed. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the  Florida Chapter, The Wildl i fe  Society: 

Supports r e s to ra t i on  of the  unique r i ve r ine  wetlands ecosystem i n  
t h e  form and extent  ex i s t ing  p r i o r  t o  channelization, 

Advocates adopt:Lon of pre-channelization condit ions as t he  goal of 
assessment of var ious  res tora t ion  a l t e rna t ive s  i n  terms of regaining 
l o s t  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  resource values and environmental. amen 3.t  i e s .  


