Janugry 26, 1970
305 Belfs Hall
University of Fleride
Gaivesville, 32601
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T0: Executive Board, Florids Chapter of The Wildlife Sociery
PROM: George Cormnwell, Presideat

SUBJSCT: Fublic Stat ut on the Use of DUT

You will iind enclosed the work vi Al Stickiey's iesolutious and
Public Statesenis Comnitiee rezarding a pubiic statemeni on Lie use
of DU, He raguire your spproval belovs ve can relesse the sistement,
would you plesse iladizate by renurn smil your okay o 30 aunesd aund
medl this Lo cos sppropriate raporters, Florids Mapartment of Azvicule
ture, esnd Florida Legizlature?

Thank you., Sea you soon.
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FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE USE OF DDT

Over the years the evidence has mounted - trickling at first and
now rughing - that "hard" pesticides, particularly DDT, are having
detrimental effects upon our enviromment. It {s beginning to dswn
upon many of us who have seen the beneficial effects of DDT and who
have in the past advocated its use {n some instances, that we have
fosterad something for which we did not bargain. There axe 2zpparently
few locations on esrth where the harmful effects of this chemical are
not felt; a few brief examples:
* Almost 700,000 smzall coho szlmon in Michigzn were killed
recently becsuse of DDT residues that accumulated in the
egg yolk of adult salmon and poisoned the fry when they

sbsorbed the yolk contents, 1/

® EKggs and chicks of the Bermuda petrel, s rare North Atlantic
sea bixd that has no contact with any continent or ares treated
with insecticides, averaged 6.4 parts per million of DDT resi-

dues, Its reproduction has declined significantly since 1958, 2/

* 8ix Adelie penguins ond = crobeater seal collected in the
Antarctic in Februory 1964 contained DDT and its metsbolites
in amounts renging from 1.3 to 152 parts per bfllien {n fat

and liver, _3.'/



DDT 48 being assimilated into the food chains of the world's ooeans
by marine plankton, which form the base of these chains., Not enly
does this bode ultimate harm to the top chain members which receive
the chemical in concentrz=ted doses, but DDT algo reduces the photo-
synthetic sbility of the plankton, Marine plankton photosynthesis is

estimasted to account for more than half of the world's oxygen supply.

Agide from interfering with egg shell formation, which has demonstrably
reduced reproduction in many avian forms, DDT {s producing ominouy
characteristics that may affect men himself {n other ways; to wit:

% Hungariesn scientists exsmined more than 1,000 mice from five
generations after asdding 3 parts per million of DDT to their
diets. Leukemis appesred in 12,4 percent of the DDT mice, but
only 2,5 percent of the non-DDT mice; 28,7 percent of the wmice
getting DDT developed tumors .whilc only 3.8 percent of the mice

on clean food had tumors. 2’

% At the University of Mismi, human victims of terminal cancer
were found to contain more than twice as wmuch DDT in their fat
as did victims of sccident2l death. The accident victims cax-
ried 9.7 p.p.m. in their fat (sbout sverage) while cancer ¥ic-

tims carried 20-25 p.p. 2/

DDT residues have been found to maintain their levels in crsyfish popu-
lations for 9 yesrs without showing any signs of reduction, Even if
we stop using DDT irmaediately, we are going to have to live with its

effects for years to come,



We in the wildlife profession and zssoclated fields, who constitute

the bulk of this membership, take pride in our common-sense zpproach

to land-use, nsturzl resource problems ond feel we have mmutusl ground
with agricultursl interests in this regard. We can understand the
tremendous problems that will result if we cannot use these persistent
pesticides as we hove done in the past, and we are gympathetic with
a?riculture'a position in this matter, However, we feel we must ask
f:r a ban on the use of DDT in the State of Florida except where emer-
gencies of the direst sort dictate otherwise, If thig is not dome, the
future of Florida's natural resources, and indeed of her humsn populz-

tion as well, will be darkened considerably,
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