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Pl3E%&C STATLSMgWT ON llZtg USE OF DDT 

Over the pears the evfdance has mounted - t r i c k l i q  a t  firet and 

now ruohing -- that "hard" pesticides, particularly Dm, am having 

detriarsntnl effecta upon our environment. It Le begfnnlng to dawn 

upon mRny of us who have Been the beaaficlal  e f h a t e  of  DDT and who 

have fn the p a r t  advocated i t r  use in some inataepcae, that we h s a  

fostered uanething for which we did not bargein. There are epparently 

few locetioru on earth *re the harmful effectu of this charPical are 

not f e l t ;  a few brief  exampleat 

+ Almost 700,000 emal l  coho eelmcm in Michfgsn were killed 

recently becsuee of DgJ: r e s i b s  that aucumulated in the 

egg yolk of a d u l t  e a b n  and pofaansd the fry when they 

1 / absorbed the yolk content*. - 
* L g ~ r  and c h i c k  of the bemuds petrrl, a rare rtbrth Atlantic 

ma bird that  has ne contact  with any cantirwnt or area t r e a t e d  

with insecticides, 'averaged 6 .4  parts p r  mill ion of DIDT red- 

due.. It. reproduction L s  d c e l i n e d  aiguificaatly .fnce 1958.2' 

* Six Adelie pangutne and e crabeater see1 aollectad in the 

Antarctic in February 1964 contained DDT and I t s  metebelitam 

in mmunto ronging ftwa I. 3 t o  152 pnrtd, par billfan in f a t  

and liver. 1! 



W is bing ~llrimilated into the f o o d  chains of the worldt@ ootmm 

by marine plankton, which form the base of these chefrm. kt mly 

does thie bode ultimate hem to the top chain member8 which raceivr 

the chemical in  concentreted doses, but DDT also reduces the photo- 

synthetic abil i ty of the plankton. Marine plankton photorynthesie is 

estfmsted to account for mare than half of the world's axy~an eupply. 

Aeidc from intcrferlng with egg shell foxmation, which has demmhrably 

reduced reproduction in many avian fanns, is pmducing c d n o u ~  

characteristics that m y  affect man hlmaelf in athot weye; to wit! 

* m g a r i s n  tcdentiatr exmined mbm then 1,000 miae from five 

generations after adding 3 part8 per million of DLYT to their 

dieto. Leuk.mia appearad in  12.4 purcent of the DDT mice, but 

only 2.5 percent of the mu-DIYT mice; 28.7 percent of the mice 

mtting DbT developed tlaaors while only 3.8  percent of th, mice 

4 ' on cluan food had twwrr .  - 
+ A t  the University of H i d ,  human v i c t b a  of terminal aancer 

were found to contain more than twice a8 gUEh in th.3.r f a t  

ar d id  victim of ascidentol  death. %ha accident victtPs ear- 

r i e d  9 .7  p. p.m. in  their f a t  ( e h t  mera$e)  a l e  cancer Qic- 

tiras carried 26-25 p. p.m.l !  

DDT reaidma haw been found to maintain their h l r  in arsyfiuh p o p -  

Ist iom for 9 p a r s  without: r H n g  any algar of trductton. B w n  i f  

we stop wing DDT Lnardiately, wa arr going ta have to l ive w i t h  its 

effects for years to COBO. 



We i n  the w i l d l i f e  profesrrion and sesaciated f i e l d r ,  who canrtfhttm 

the bulk of th ie  ntemberrhip, take p r i d e  in  our cormrcm-rense zpproech 

to land -use, na turu 1 resource problme and fee 1 we have mutual ground 

wPrh agricultural interests in this regard. We can mderrtand the 

trmnduw problems that will reeult i f  we cannot use them pelrristent 

pestictdes as we have done in the pest ,  and we ore eympathetic with 

a ~ i e u l t u r e ' s  position in thin matter. Ilannr, w f e e l  we murt ark 
C 

for a ban on the uee of Dm in the S t a t e  of Ptorfda except *re emer- 

genctes of the direst eort dictate otherwiue, Xf this i a  not done, t b  

future of Florlda'r noturol reraurcea, and inbed of hex human popula- 

tion as well, w i l l  be darkened coneldcrably. 
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