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P r e s e n t e d  by t h e  F l o r i d a  Chapter  
of  The W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  t o  

The F l o r i d a  I n s t i t u t e  of  Phosphate  Research 

1. To a s s e s s  t h e  impact  of  c u r r e n t  p roposed  r e c l a m a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  

on t h e  q u a l i t y  of  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  -- 

r e c l a m a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a p p a r e n t l y  do n o t  f a v o r  enhancement of  f i s h  

and w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  The r e l a t i v e l y  s t e e p  ( 4 : l )  s l o p e  r e q u i r e m e n t  

f o r  l i t t o r a l  zones  of r ec la imed  l a k e s  is one s u c h  example. R e s t r i c t i o n s  

a g a i n s t  i s l a n d s  ( f o r  n e s t i n g  and l o a f i n g  b i r d s )  and s h a l l o w  a r e a s  

( f o r  spawning o f  f i s h )  i n  r ec la imed  l a k e s  and t h e  mowing r e q u i r e m e n t s  

f o r  d i k e s  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  examples.  Also ,  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  which a l l o w  similar and c o n c u r r e n t  r e c l a m a t i o n  p l a n s  

on l a r g e  (eg.  600 a c r e )  a d j a c e n t  t e r r e s t r i a l  a r e a s  g e n e r a l l y  l e a d  

t o  r e d u c t i o n  i n  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  d i v e r s i t y ,  w h i l e  f o s t e r i n g  a  r e d u c t i o n  

o f  w i l d l a n d  a c r e a g e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  An obvious  need e x i s t s  f o r  

r e s e a r c h  r e l a t i n g  r e c l a m a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  r e s u l t a n t  

f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s .  

2. - To d e t e r m i n e  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  d i v e r s i t y  and s u c c e s s i o n a l  changes  -- on  a  

v a r i e t y  of p h o s p h a t e  settling ("slime") a r e a s  and t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  v a l u e  --- -- 

o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  f o r  w i l d l i f e .  Th i s  r e s e a r c h  need a p p l i e s  t o  b o t h  a c t i v e  ---- 

s e t t l i n g  a r e a s  under  normal company o p e r a t i o n s  and t o  i n a c t i v e  s e t t l i n g  

a r e a s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  v a r i o u s  forms (eg. w a t e r  l e v e l  m a n i p u l a t i o n ,  b u r n i n g ,  

s p r a y i n g ,  e t c . )  of v e g e t a t i o n  manipu la t ion .  

3.  To i n v e s t i g a t e  p o s s i b l e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  - o f  wa te r fowl  - i n  s e t t l i n g  a r e a s  & 

f l o u r i d e s  -- a n d / o r  heavy m e t a l s .  T h i s  seems t o  b e  an  a r e a  of  concern  f o r  



some h u n t e r s  consuming t h e s e  b i r d s  and a common unanswered q u e s t i o n  

r a i s e d  by many o t h e r s .  Th i s  s u b j e c t  could  be  r a t h e r  e a s i l y  and 

thoroughly  r e s e a r c h e d  by c o l l e c t i n g  wate r fowl  i n  s e t t l i n g  a r e a s  i n  

F l o r i d a  and from o u t - o f - s t a t e  and s u b j e c t i n g  t h e s e  specimens t o  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  chemical  a n a l y s e s .  


