
THE WIL 
FLORIDA CHAPTER 

FE SOCIETY 

1807 NW 39th Terrace 
Gainesv i l le ,  FL 32605 
11 May 1987 

D i s t r i c t  Engineer 
Jacksonvi 11 e  D i s t r i c t  
U.S. Army Corps o f  Engineers 
PO Box 4970 
Jacksonvi l le ,  FL 32232-0019 

RE: Permit App l i ca t i on  
#87IPV-20168 

Dear S i r :  

The F l o r i d a  Chapter o f  the  W i l d l i f e  Society, a  group o f  p ro fess iona l  
w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g i s t s  i n  the  state,  has reviewed your p u b l i c  n o t i c e  f o r  
permi t  a p p l i c a t i o n  #87IPV-20168 regarding the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  an access 
boardwalk and marina on Lake Simmons, North Key Largo, F lo r ida .  Th is  
p r o j e c t  i s  located w i t h i n  an area designated as Crocodi le Lake Nat ional  
Refuge and i s  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  the  endangered American c rocod i l e .  A 
shor t  d is tance no r th  o f  Lake Simmons on Key Largo i s  the  l o c a t i o n  o f  
approximately one- th i rd  o f  a l l  c rocod i l e  nes t ing  i n  the  Un i ted  States.  

Lake Simmons i s  c u r r e n t l y  almost completely i s o l a t e d  from any human 
a c t i v i t y .  It i s  surrounded by extensive mangrove f o r e s t  and i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  access. Crocodi les are  known t o  occupy Lake Simmons. The proposed 
p r o j e c t  i s  i ncons is ten t  w i t h  the  importance o f  Lake Simmons as c r o c o d i l e  
C r i t i c a l  Hab i ta t  and would se r ious l y  compromise e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
c r i t i c a l l y  Endangered American c rocod i le .  This p r o j e c t  would pose a  
ser ious t h r e a t  t o  the  cont inued s u r v i v a l  o f  t he  American c r o c o d i l e  i n  
F lor ida .  

We s t rong ly  urge you t o  deny t h e  requested permi t .  

S incere ly  yours, 

P&S i den t 
WRM/hc 

CC: Executive Board 


