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Dear M r .  Jordan: 

Thank you f o r  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  comment on the s ta tus  o f  t he  
eastern i n d i g o  snake, Drymarchon c o r a i s  couperi .  The F l o r i d a  
Chapter, TWS fee l s  t h a t  as p a r t  o f  the  rev iew o f  t he  s t a t u s  o f  
the  eastern i n d i g o  snake, i t  i s  perhaps appropr ia te  t o  recons ider  
some of the f a c t o r s  considered i n  l i s t i n g  i t  i n  1978. 

1) D i s t r i b u t i o n  - Recent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has shown the  i n d i g o  
snake t o  be more widespread i n  Georgia (Diemer and Speake, 
1983 [ l i s t  of 1  i t e r a t u r e  c i t e d  at tached])  and F l o r i d a  
( l lo le r ,  1984) than r e a l i z e d  i n  1978. The i n d i g o  snake i s  
now known t o  occur cont inuous ly  throughout F l o r i d a .  While 
there  a re  no recent  records from Alabama o r  South Carol ina,  
i t  should be remembered t h a t  the i n d i g o  snake occurred o n l y  
marg ina l l y  i n  those s ta tes .  Mount (1975) r e p o r t s  o n l y  f o u r  
h i s t o r i c a l  reccjrds f o r  Alabama; Mar to f  e t  a1 . (1980) r e p o r t  
none f o r  South Carol ina.  I t  i s  doub t fu l  t h a t  Alabama and 
South Caro l ina  combined ever accounted f o r  more than 5% of 
the  eastern i nd igo  snake's d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

Local s ta tus  - I n  l i s t i n g  the  eastern i n d i g o  snake i n  1978, 
the  Serv ice acknowledged " t h a t  some popu la t ions  i n  South 
F l o r i d a  are  doing w e l l  ". Ind igo  snakes are  common i n  
po r t i ons  of c e n t r a l  and n o r t h  F l o r i d a  as w e l l .  Despi te the  
common percept ion  t h a t  i n d i g o  snakes are res iden ts  o f  d r i e r  
h a b i t a t s ,  they a re  i n  f a c t  e s p e c i a l l y  common i n  the  more 
h y d r i c  h a b i t a t s  o f  the G u l f  Hammock and the W i  thlacoochee 
R iver  Va l ley .  
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3)  Inadequacy o f  e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t o r y  mechanisms - A t  the  t ime 
o f  l i s t i n g ,  the  i n d i g o  snake was pro tec ted  i n  Georgia, F l o r i d a  
and M iss i ss ipp i  b u t  was n o t  l e g a l l y  p ro tec ted  i n  Alabama o r  
South Carol ina.  I t  i s  now pro tec ted  by South Carol ina,  as 
w e l l ,  b u t  i s  s t i l l  n o t  p ro tec ted  by Alabama law. Hence, 
removal of Federal p r o t e c t i o n  would again 1  eave F l o r i d a ,  
Georgia, I l i s s i s s i p p i  and South Caro l ina  laws d i f f i c u l t  t o  
enforce v i a  the  Lacy Act, s i nce  Alabama cou ld  again be 
claimed as a  l e g a l  source f o r  i n d i g o  snakes a c t u a l l y  taken 
i 1 l egal l y  e l  sewhere. 

A1 though burgeoni ng growth o f  the  human popu la t i on  renders the  l ong  
term f u t u r e  of much o f  F l o r i d a ' s  w i l d l i f e  uncer ta in ,  i n  much o f  
pen insu lar  F l o r i d a  the  i n d i g o  snake i s  n o t  now threatened. Federal 
Threatened 1  i s t i n g  has, however, a ided i n  l a r g e l y  e l i m i n a t i n g  the  
i l l e g a l  commercial t r a f f i c  i n  i n d i g o  snakes, and some l o c a l l y  depleted 
popu la t ions  have repo r ted l y  recovered under the  p r o t e c t i o n  of t he  
Endangered Species Act. The F l o r i d a  Chapter, TWS recommends t h a t  
Federal p r o t e c t i o n  be continued, a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  such t ime as the  i n d i g o  
snake i s  l e g a l l y  p ro tec ted  by each s t a t e  from which i t  has been 
h i s t o r i c a l  l y  repor ted.  

S incere ly ,  

Nicholas R. H o l l e r ,  Pres ident  
F l o r i d a  Chapter, The W i  1 c l l  i f e  Soc ie ty  
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