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Given t h e  n a t i o n ' s  need f o r  hydrocarbon resources ,  t h e  F lo r ida  Chapter 
of The W i l d l i f e  Socie ty  is keenly aware of t h e  need t o  explore  f o r  o i l  
i n  South F lor ida .  However, t h e  Chapter i s  equal ly  aware of t h e  need 
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l a s t  s u r v i v i n g . F l o r i d a  panthers  and o t h e r  endangered 
spec i e s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  Rea l iz ing  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Big 
Cypress Nat ional  Preserve  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  o i l  companies have been 
very  coopera t ive  and made a s i n c e r e  e f f o r t  t o  minimize environmental 
damage i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  Chapter does n o t  oppose o i l  exp lo ra t ion  and 
product ion a s  t h e  needs of endangered spec i e s  and o t h e r  resources  f o r  
which t h e  Preserve  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o t e c t  a r e  m e t .  Severe modi f ica t ions  
may have t o  be made regard ing  o i l  exp lo ra t ion  a s  more b i o l o g i c a l  in format ion  
is  c o l l e c t e d  on t h e  F lo r ida  panther .  A t  t h e  p re sen t  time, however, t h e  
Chapter must oppose t h e  improvement and ex tens ion  of Eleven Mile Road 
because of unauthorized r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c .  Access t o  Eleven Mile 
Road must be s t r i c t l y  con t ro l l ed  and l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  minimal amount of t r a f f i c  
necessary f o r  t h e  o i l  exp lo ra t ion ,  as was agreed t o  by Exxon, NPS, t h e  Big 
Cypress Advisory Committee, and t h e  Corps of Engineers when t h e  road was 
b u i l t .  We f u r t h e r  urge  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  methods of access  be inves t iga t ed .  

ATTEST 


