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Water Resources Counci l  
2120 L S t ree t ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Dear S i r :  

The F l o r i d a  Chapter o f  The W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  s t r o n g l y  urges t h e  U.S. 
Water Resources Counci l  n o t  t o  repea l  t h e  Pr inci 'p les,  Standards and Pro- 
cedures f o r  Water and Re la ted  Land Resources P lann ing  (PS & p). Repeal ing 
t he  PS & P r u l e s ,  which es tab l  i shed  a s tandard framework f o r  p l ann ing  and 
eva iuaz ing  a1 t e r n a t i v e  water  resource  p lans,  cou ld  have f a r - r e a c h i n g  impacts 
on environmental  qual i ty. Cu r ren t l y ,  t h e  r u l e s  a r e  enforced by law, and 
p lanners  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  comply w i t h  u n i f o r m  procedures i n  developing, 
e v a l u a t i n g  and p resen t i ng  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  decis ion-makers . R e - s t r u c t u r i n g  
these requi rements  as non-b ind ing g u i d e l i n e s  would g r e a t l y  d i m i n i s h  t h e  
a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  pub1 i c  [ i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l  and s t a t e  governments) t o  i n t e r v e n e  
when i l l - c o n c e i v e d  o r  harmful p r o j e c t s  a r e  proposed. 

It has been proposed t h a t  Environmental  Q u a l i t y  be e l i m i n a t e d  as a 
co-equal o b j e c t i v e  w i t h  Na t iona l  Economic Development i n  water  resources  
p lanning.  I n  essence t h i s  w i l l  f a v o r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  n e t  economic b e n e f i t ,  r ega rd l ess  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  changes t o  eco- 
l o g i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and a e s t h e t i c  va lues.  A l though many economi'cally unsound 
p r o j e c t s  may be stopped by t h k  o b j e c t i v e ,  i t  seems c l e a r  t o  us t h a t  t h e  
e l  iminati 'on o f  t h e  env i ronmenta l  qual i t y  o b j e c t i v e  may have se r i ous  conse- 
quences. 

Many o f  t he  water resource  problems t h e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  now faces a r e  
r e1  a ted  t o  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  were c rea ted  w i t h o u t  r e a l  i z i n g  long- te rm env i r on -  
mental and assoc ia ted  economtc 1  osses. The c o s t l y  r e s t o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
Loxahatchee Slough, K i s s i m e e  V a l l e y  and St .  Johns R i v e r  ecosystems would 
n o t  have been necessary i f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o j e c t s  had been p r o p e r l y  eva lua ted  
and poss ib l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  There fo re  we s t r o n g l y  u rge  you n o t  t o  
repea l  t h e  PS & P; we b e l i e v e  these r u l e s  a r e  necessary i n  sa feguard ing  t h e  
water resources and long- te rm economic we1 1 -be ing o f  t h e  na t i on .  

S incere ly ,  

Frank Montal ban0 , Pres iden t  
F l o r i d a  Chapter 
The W i l  d l  i f e  Soc ie t y  


