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MEMORANDUM September 13, 1983 

TO : Executive Board--Florida Chapter TWS 

FROM : Frank Montalbano I11 
-, 

SUBJECT: Board Meeting Minutes and Pub l i c  Statement 

Enclosed a r e  copies  of 1) t he  minutes of t h e  August 18, 1983 
Executive Board meeting r ev i sed  per  your comments, and 2) a summary 
of my comments f o r  t h e  Chapter a t  t h e  August 10, 1983 hear ing  on 
r e s t o r a t i o n  of t he  Kissimmee River.  Copies of both a r e  furn ished  t o  
Mike Allen f o r  h i s  use a s  app ropr i a t e  i n  t h e  Newslet ter .  

Enclosures  (2) 

cc: Mike Allen 
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Comments a t  a  Publ ic  Hearing on t h e  
Kissimmee River Res to ra t ion ,  August 10,  1983 

The fol lowing summarizes comments made by Frank Montalbano 111 on 
behalf  of t h e  Chapter a t  a  pub l i c  hear ing  on r e s t o r a t i o n  of t he  Kissimmee 
River.  The hear ing  was conducted by t h e  Coordinat ing Council f o r  t h e  
Res to ra t ion  of t h e  Kissimmee River ,  Taylor Creek-Nubbin Slough Basin 
i n  Okeechobee FL on August 10, 1983. Addi t iona l  hear ings  were held i n  
S t  . Cloud (August 9) and West Palm Beach (August 11) . 

Background information on t h e  F lo r ida  Chapter,  and on t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s  
of t h e  speaker  (Frank Montalbano 111) were presented  a s  an in t roduc t ion .  
Reference was made t o  t h e  Chapter r e s o l u t i o n  of September 1979, which 
supported ". . . r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  unique r i v e r i n e  wetlands ecosystem 
i n  the  form and e x t e n t  e x i s t i n g  p r i o r  t o  channel izat ion."  

Two " re s to ra t ion"  a l t e r n a t i v e s  had been i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  Coordinat ing 
Council f o r  cons idera t ion .  These included a  " p a r t i a l  b a c k f i l l i n g "  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
which provided f o r  b a c k f i l l i n g  of approximately 53 percent  of t h e  C-38 Canal, 
and a  "combined wetlands" a l t e r n a t i v e  which c a l l e d  f o r  c r e a t i o n  of an  
ex tens ive ,  s t r u c t u r a l l y  r egu la t ed  wetland system whi le  main ta in ing  t h e  C-38 
Canal. Montalbano poin ted  out  t h a t  t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e  had been s e l e c t e d  
based upon t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o j e c t  provided s u b s t a n t i a l  
urban f lood  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Upper Kissimmee Basin. He added t h a t  information 
r e c e n t l y  developed by the  Corps of Engineers r a i s e d  ques t ions  about f lood  
p r o t e c t i o n  b e n e f i t s  provided i n  t he  Upper Basin, and t h a t  t h i s  new information 
should prompt r econs ide ra t ion  of a  "complete back f i l l i ng"  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

While acknowledging t h a t  t h e  "combined wetlands" a l t e r n a t i v e  could 
s u b s t a n t i a l  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  b e n e f i t s ,  s e v e r a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  were 

noted i n  both t h e  concept ,  and i n  t h e  Corps' p r e s e n t a t i o n  of c o s t l b e n e f i t  
ana lyses .  P r i n c i p a l  among t h e s e  were t h e  Corps' f a i l u r e  t o  i nc lude  c o s t s  
of ope ra t ion  and maintenance of t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  system i n  c o s t  p r o j e c t i o n ;  
f a i l u r e  t o  inc lude  t h e  c o s t s  of t h e  ex t ens ive  and i n t e n s i v e  w i l d l i f e  manage- 
ment measures necessary t o  genera te  t h e  w i l d l i f e  b e n e f i t s  c i t e d ;  and t h e  
c o n f l i c t s  (opera t ion  of t h e  Cen t r a l  and South F lo r ida  P r o j e c t  was c i t e d  a s  
an example) inherent  i n  ope ra t ion  of a  s t r u c t u r a l  system designed t o  s e r v e  
m u l t i p l e  purposes.  

It was f u r t h e r  pointed out  t h e  " r e l a t i v e l y  n a t u r a l "  ecosystem which 
would r e s u l t  from the  " p a r t i a l  b a c k f i l l i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e "  would provide  
equal  o r  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t s ,  without  t h e  aforementioned d e f i c i e n c i e s .  Thus, 
Montalbano gave support  t o  t h e  b a c k f i l l i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  
method of r e s t o r i n g  t h e  Kissimmee River .  


